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Thank you for purchasing the ExpoAperture Depth-of-
Field Guide the pocket guide that enables photographers 
to quickly determine the maximum and minimum depth-
of-þeld for a given focal length and aperture size.

Todayõs advanced technologies make automatic exposure 
and focusing a snap, but what you gain in automation you 
lose in creative control. If you use an auto-exposure, auto-
focus camera, then your shutter speeds may be slower 
than necessary or your aperture settings smaller than 
required for good depth-of-þeld control.

Designed by my late father George A. Wallace as a tool 
for professionals, hobbyists, and as a learning aid for 
students, it is compatible with all þlm and digital SLR 
cameras. He spent nine arduous months to develop a 
depth-of-þeld guide whose simplicity and utility will  
appeal to both beginner and professional alike.
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Please visit our website at www.expoimaging.net for 
more information on the ExpoAperture Depth-of-Field 
Guide and any of our other digital workÿow products 
from ExpoImaging. There you will þnd additional  
instructions and helpful tips from the pros, not to  
mention a bit of very colorful history about my dad.

We hope you enjoy your experience and welcome your 
feedback.

Sincerely,

Diane Wallace
Daughter and Founder
ExpoImaging, Inc.
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1. Introduction

The ExpoAperture Depth-of-Field Guide allows the  
photographer to obtain the greatest possible image sharpness 
where he wants this sharpness and to determine where that 
zone of maximum sharpness will begin and end.

The Depth-of-Field Guide provides an exceedingly simple, 
fast and convenient means for determining the correct  
relative aperture setting for use with 35mm þlm or digital 
SLR cameras, with a popular range of focal length lenses, 
and for a depth-of-þeld ranging from 12 inches to inþnity.

We have included many graphic examples on the following 
pages to help you quickly learn to use your new ExpoAperture 
Depth-of-Field Guide.

NOTE: The ExpoAperture guide can be used as is with 
35mm and digital SLR cameras with full frame sensors. 
If you have a digital SLR camera with a 1.6 or 1.5  
equivalent focal length, please refer to the enclosed  
Focal Length Conversion Table to determine the focal  
length setting to use on the ExpoAperture guide.  If you 
are using the guide with 120/220 þlm use the enclosed  
Medium Format Film Instructions. 
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2.  Depth of Field for 28mm to 135mm.

2a.  Determine the Correct Aperture for   
       the Desired Depth-of-Field

The following example will walk you through each step in 
þnding the correct aperture for your photograph in the most 
popular shooting conditions.  
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Step 1 - Find the range of distances you would like to be in 
focus on the outer edge of the Zone Dial side of the Depth-
of-Field Guide. The example above highlights a range of  
6 ft. to 30ft. to be in focus.

Example: Given a 35mm camera, 50mm focal 
length, and a desired depth-of-þeld of 6õ - 30õ.



8

Step 2 - Count the number of zones within your distance 
range. Each alternating grey and white arc represents one 
depth-of-þeld zone.

In the example above, there are 4 such zones (highlighted) 
between 6 ft. and 30 ft. 
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Step 3 - Find the middle of the number of zones in your 
range and set your cameraõs focus to the corresponding 
distance shown on the Depth-of-Field Guide.

In the example above, the camera focus should be set to 
10 feet, the distance corresponding to the middle of the 4 
zones (2 zones on either side).
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Step 4 - Flip the Depth-of-Field Guide over to its front 
side, then rotate the dial to set the focal length (FL) of the 
lens in the small cut-out window.

In the example above, the Depth-of-Field Guide is set to 50 
mm focal length.


